
1 



ÅOTPC executive committee is comprised of volunteers representing various community 

sectors within Oklahoma 

ÅThe Oklahoma Turning Point Council champions the Turning Point philosophy by supporting 

community partnerships through advocacy, sharing opportunities and resources, and 

promoting local efforts to improve the health of all Oklahomans. 
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ÅThe OTPC provides guidance and receives feedback from community partnerships on local 

and state policy issues that may impact health improvement efforts.  

ÅThis is achieved through the development of recommendations on local and state 

policy changes and by collaborating with other organizations in taking action on policy 

issues that may impact the health of all Oklahomans.  

Å In September 2015, Policy Day was held in Norman, where OTPC and community partners 

chose 3 primary policy objectives for 2016. 

ÅEducate the public and advocate for the increased price of tobacco 

ÅEducate the public and advocate for policies and programs supporting paid parental 

leave 

ÅEducate and advocate for the increased availability of health education tools and 

resources for schools 
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ÅApproximately 21.1% of Oklahomans are smokers, far above the national average of 16.8%.1 

ÅSmoking is responsible for approximately 7,500 deaths in Oklahoma each year.2 

ÅResearch explicitly indicates increasing the price of cigarettes is the single most effective way 

to reduce smoking rates3 

ÅNot only does smoking cause cancer of the esophagus, lungs, bladder, kidney, liver and other 

organs, it also damages blood vessels doubling the risk of stroke and coronary heart disease.4  
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ÅñSecondhand smoke has been linked with several illnesses in children, including breathing 

problems, ear infections, bronchitis and pneumonia. In adults, it has been linked with heart 

disease and lung cancerò (Tanner, 2016, para 4). 

ÅApproximately 1 in 4 nonsmokers report daily exposure to second hand smoke5  

ÅAccording to the U.S. Surgeon General, there is no safe level of exposure to cigarette smoke5 
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Å Including the $264 million covered by the state Medicaid program, Oklahoma spends $1.62 

billion each year on health care costs directly caused by smoking; this cost does not include 

smokeless tobacco, cigar smoking or second hand smoke exposure.8  

ÅThe cost of smoking is passed onto Oklahomans in the form of additional state and federal 

taxes.8 
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